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missure is slightly recurved in the latter species and slightly 
decurved in the former, there seems to be some difference in 
the comparative lengths of the wing from the carpal joint. 
This measurement varies in Podiceps nigricollis from 5:0 to 
5°3 inches, and in Podiceps cornutus from 5˙4 to 6˙0 inches. 


375. PHASIANUS TORQUATUS. 

The Chinese Ring-necked Pheasant is common on Tsu- 
sima, and is one of the very few Chinese species which occur 
on Tsu-sima and not in Japan. 


VITI.—Descriptions of some new Species of Birds from the 
Eastern Coast of the Malayan Peninsula. By W. R. 
Davison, F.Z.S., Raffles Museum, Singapore. 


l. CAMPOPHAGA MINOR, sp. nov. 

Dimensions, taken from tlie dry skin—Length 6°85 inches, 
wing 3'7, tail 3:5, tarsus 0°62, bill from gape 0'8. 

Head, nape, and upper back very dark sooty grey, almost 
black, gradually paling to the upper tail-coverts, which are a 
elear but still dark grey. Chin, throat, and upper breast 
about the same colour as the middle of the back, gradually 
paling to a clear but somewhat paler grey than the upper 
tail-coverts; the under tail-coverts narrowly fringed with a 
paler shade. Lores and car-coverts a darker shade than the 
top of the head. Wings, including all the coverts, glossy 
black; lower surface of wings tinged with grey; lower wing- 
coverts and axillarics the same shade of grey as the breast. 
Tail-feathers glossy black, like the wings, the central pair 
and the next pair entirely so, the others narrowly tipped 
with grey of the same tint as the under tail-coverts. 


2. GERYGONE PECTORALIS, Sp. nov. 

Similar to G. flaveola, Cab. (cf. Sharpe, Brit. Mus. Cat. 
Birds, vol. iv. p. 21-4, pl. v. fig. 2), but differs from that species 
in having the sides of the breast olive-grey, forming a broad 
pectoral band, interrupted only m the centre of the breast ; 

H 2 


100 Mr. W. R. Davison on new 


flanks strongly tinged with the same colour. Upper surface 
darker ashy than in G. flaveola and tinged with yellowish 
olive. Ear-coverts slightly darker than the upper surface, 
and without any trace of yellow or olive. Measurements, 
taken from the dried skin—Length 3°8 inches, wing 175, 
tail 1°7, tarsus 0°55. Legs, feet, claws, and bill black; irides 
hazel-nut brown. 

Only one specimen, a male, was obtained on the 2nd of 
September last. It was shot near the mouth of the Pahang 
river. Its pretty little song, as it flitted among the branches 
of a Casuarina tree, drew my attention to it. Its note much 
resembles that of many of the Phylloscopi, and, in fact, I at 
first took it for a Phylloscopus. The following is a more 
detailed description :— 

Upper surface dark ashy and tinged with yellowish olive. 
Quills hair-brown, with margins paler, especially so on the 
tertiaries; the inner webs of the tertiaries slightly darker than 
the outer. Tail-feathers like the back, with a subterminal 
dark band; all the feathers, except the central ones, with a 
white irregular spot on the inner webs near the tip, the 
spotting being minute on the feathers next the central pair, 
but gradually increasing in size to the outermost; the upper 
tail-coverts more decidedly tinged with olive than the rest 
of the upper surface. Chin, throat, and upper breast clear 
sulphur-xellow, the colour passing along the base of the lower 
mandible, immediately below the ear-coverts, and on to the 
sides of the neck; the centre of the breast, abdomen, and 
flanks a somewhat duller yellow. A large patch on each side 
of the breast, forming a broad pectoral band, interrupted only 
in the centre of the breast, olive-grey, the same colour tinging 
the sides and flanks, Wing-linings, axillaries, and lower tail- 
coverts white, shghtly tinged with yellow, the white of the 
wing-lining passing over the edge and forming a conspicuous 
spot at the base of the first primary. 


3. PTILOCICHLA LEUCOGASTRA, Sp. NOV. 

The sexes do not perceptibly differ in size or colouring. 
The following are the dimensions from the dried skins of two 
males and two females :— 
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Whales. Length 3, 5:7 inches; wing 2°7; tail 2°2, 23; 
tarsus 0°95 ; bill from gape | 0:71. 

les. Bength 4:9, 5:2 inches; wing 2:53, 27; tail 2, 
2°2; tarsus 0°91, 0°94; bill from me O77 0771. 

The upper mandible dark brown, lower yellow tipped 
dusky; irides red-brown; legs, feet, and claws yellowish 
fleshy, claws shaded with dusky. 

Lores whitish ; forchead, crown, and occiput brown, slightly 
suffused on the forehead with rusty ; rest of the upper parts 
brown, strongly suffused with rusty, more pronounced on the 
lower back and upper tail-coverts. Tail-feathers rufous on 
the outer webs, rusty brown on the inner. The dorsal plumes, 
which are soft, fluffy, and moderately long, are white on the 
basal two thirds; this is sueceeded by a faint dusky line, the 
remaining portion being rusty brown; the white is lanccolate 
in shape, and does not show unless the feathers are lifted. 
Primaries, secondaries, and all but the last two tertiaries 
(which are entirely rusty brown like the back) rusty brown 
on the outer webs, and hair-brown (without a rusty tinge) 
on the inner webs. All the wing-coverts coloured like the 
back. Cheeks and ear-coverts pale brown, feathers of car- 
coverts with paler shafts. Lower parts white, tinged on the 
sides and flanks with ashy. Axillaries, wing-linings, and 
thighs pale rufous. 

All the four specimens exhibit a bufly-grey line separating 
the throat from the chest. 


4, MAQLACOPTERUM MELANOCEPHALUM, Sp. nov. 

Only one specimen, a female, of this species was obtained ; 
it was shot at the mouth of the Temeling river. 

It appears to be most closely allied to M. al/bigulare, Blyth 
(cf. Sharpe, Brit. Mus. Cat. Birds, vol. vii. p. 568), but differs 
from that species in many particulars. 

Dimensions, taken from the dried skin—Length 6°45 inches, 
wing 3:0, tail 3:1, tarsus 0'9, bill from gape 0°8 

Upper mandible as far as the nostrils and along the ridge 
of the culmen blackish, rest of upper and lower mandibles, 
legs, feet, and claws plumbcous, claws darker; irides red- 
brown. 
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Lores dirty white. Forehead, top of head, and nape dull 
black; checks and car-coverts grey, car-coverts pale-shakted. 
Back, rump, and upper tail-coverts olivaccous brown, suf- 
fused, most strongly so on upper tail-coverts, with rusty ; 
tail-feathers brown, like the upper back, margined with a 
rusty tinge on the outer webs, none of the tail-feathers with 
any trace of white or pale tipping. Quills hair-browu, suf- 
fused on the outer webs with a rusty tinge; primary and 
secondary coverts greyish, with rusty edgings to the feathers. 
Lower surface white, the feathers of the breast suffused with 
grey, forming a pectoral band, the grey continuing down the 
flanks. Wing-linings and axillaries white, untinged with grey. 
Under surface of quills grey-brown, margincd on the inner 
web, especially so towards thei bases, with whitish. Under 
surface of tail also grey-brown, shafts of feathers white. 

5. ACRIDOTHERES TORQUATUS, sp. nov. 

l cannot recognize this Myna as being nearly similar m 
colouring to any of the known species. The only specimen 
obtained is, unfortunately, moulting, so that the bird is not 
in the best state to describe. I hope, however, before long to 
obtain other and better-plumaged specimens, and shall then 
be able to supplement, if necessary, the present description, 

The chin, throat, and sides of the neck are salmon-buff, 
this colour also tipping some of the feathers of the back of 
the neck, and thus forming, as in A. albocinctus, a half-collar. 
Across the upper breast a broad slate-coloured band, most of 
the feathers of which are faintly edged with buff; rest of 
lower parts, except thighs, flanks, and lower tail-coverts, of 
the same salmon-buff as the chin and throat; flanks dusky ; 
thighs slate-coloured, like the pectoral band. Lower tail- 
coverts white, without any traces of spotting or of a darker 
colour. Head, with crest and car-coverts, glossy black, some 
of the feathers of the car-coverts tipped with buff. Hind neek 
dusky black, many of the feathers tipped with buff. Rest of 
upper surface dusky, with a grey tinge, most conspicuous on 
the rump and upper tail-coverts. Central tail-feathers dusky 
black, mot tipped with white; all the other tail-feathers 
glossy black and narrowly tipped, chiefly on their inner webs, 
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with white. Primaries black, with a broad basal white patch. 
Secondaries on their outer webs, and so much of their inner 
webs as is exposed, bronzy, with a narrow basal white patch, 
the remaining portion being dull black ; tertiaries bronzy, 
narrowly edged with blackish. Primary greater coverts 
white; lesser coverts dusky; secondary and tertiary coverts 
bronzy, suffused with dusky. Wing-linings and axillarics 
white, the axillaries freckled on their inner webs with greyish ; 
rest of under surface of wing, where not white, black, with a 
slight gloss. Legs, feet, and claws yellow, claws tinged with 
dusky. Bill orange-yellow, greenish blue at base. Irides 
pearly grey. Length (from dried skin) about 8°5 inches, wing 
4°7, tarsus 1:4, bill from gape 1:2. 

The specimen was obtained at Paulu Tawer, on the Pahang 
river, 6th August, 1891. The crest is not very full; but, as 
most of the feathers are only partially grown, it is impossible 
to say what the crest would be like in a fully-plumaged bird. 


IX.—On the Birds of Madagascar, and their Connection with 
Native Folk-lore, Proverbs, and Superstitions. By the 
Rev. James SInEEE, Jr., F. R. G. S. — Part IV. 


[Continued from ‘The Ibis, 1891, p. 565. 


VI.—Tue Wa DINd BInDs. 


Tne Order of the Gralle, or Wading Birds, with its six or 
seven familics and numerous subdivisions, is represented in 
Madagascar by about thirty species of birds belonging to the 
Jacanas, Rails, Water-hens, Coots, Curlews, Sandpipers, 
Snipes, Plovers, and Turnstones, as well as by a family 
(Mesitidee) which is quite peculiar to the island. 

As might be expected, many of these water-loving birds 
are very numerous in this country, as well as those of the 
two following Orders, the Herons and the Wild-fowl; for 


* Reprinted from the Antananarivo Annual,’ 1891, with additions 
7 ? 
and correctiens by the Author. 


